As far as I am aware it has hitherto been considered essential to the success of the operation for fistula lacrymalis, that the point of the knife should pass into, and be carried along, the lacrymal canal before attempting to introduce the style. As this is a proceeding which required some tact and minute anatomical information, it has at all times received from surgical authors considerable attention, and long and complicated directions are common, describing the method to be adopted to secure its ready and safe performance. 

